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Celebrate Character Education!
EDUCATIONALIVE presents concerts and workshops with recording artist and dramatic arts specialist Joe Crone. Joe and your students will work together for 4 days to create a moving character education focused concert for your school community. Let your students shine as they embrace their beautiful human family through song, dance, and drama. 
“What a wonderful performance and learning experience. Joe Crone is truly an educational genius.”

Tracey Strohm, Principal, Angus Morrison Elementary School, Angus

“Joe Crone worked with every student in the school to create an amazing arts performance that helped students understand that they can make a positive contribution to the world. With a focus on the curriculum expectations and a sense of humour, students in each class created their own dramatic presentations that parents said were the “best performance ever”.

Kim Smith, Principal

Sheila MacRae, Vice Principal, Maple Leaf Public School, Newmarket

“This was a fabulous experience for our kids and our staff. It was great having all the props supplied and ready. For staff, it was a relatively stress free preparation.” 

Karen Connery, teacher, Crossland Public School, Newmarket

Joe Crone will visit your school for 4 days to work with classes and student groups in music and drama workshops. In these workshops, students will develop and refine their drama, singing and performance skills. The workshops will be both process and product oriented, with a character education theme woven throughout. 

“Joe captured the hearts of staff and students immediately as he began to work with our community. His energy, enthusiasm, versatility and creativity in the area of Character Education permeated throughout our building during this week. Well done, Joe!”
Eileen Berg, Principal, Milliken Mills Public School, Markham
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Joe and your students will create a moving and uplifting character education and curriculum based concert of original songs and dramas for your school community titled “We Can Move the World”. This concert will be shared with your parent community on the evening of the 4th day of Joe’s visit, usually the Thursday evening. Joe will work with one or two divisions, or your entire school, depending on your numbers.

"Joe Crone's energy was contagious and invigorating.  He worked with our whole student body from K-7, motivating them to create an enthusiastic performance of original songs and dramas. Students had a chance to shine whether they chose to sing or act. It was an amazing experience for everyone, and a fantastic way to promote Character Education. Our parent community thoroughly enjoyed the evening presentation. It was a great success!”

Joanne Harris, Principal

Janet Keilhack, Teacher-Librarian, W.J. Watson P.S., Keswick

“Outstanding! Great spirit builder for the school. Everyone was involved and performed in a relaxed, no pressure atmosphere. All the songs had great learning or character messages. I couldn’t believe how quickly it was put together. It looked like a performance we had practiced for months but it was put together in as little as 3 or 4 half hour sessions. All the students loved “J.C.”. Smiles all around. All schools should get this guy!”

Tracey Woodhead, Teacher, Devin’s Drive Public School, Aurora
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As a former teacher of 15 years, Joe knows how busy teachers are. He has designed his visit to minimize any extra impact that his visit will have on teaching staff, while at the same time allowing the students to shine! Far from being extra work, classroom teachers can use the workshop time to gain professional development by learning drama techniques that they can use in their own classroom, and can observe their students fulfilling Ontario curriculum expectations in the areas of drama and music.

“Joe, thanks for a super fast, super fun musical/drama week for my class. It was the easiest music night ever from a teacher point of view. My kids loved it too!”

Helen Derry, Teacher, Maple Leaf Public School, Newmarket

“The children loved working with Joe! Parents were delighted and I learned how to use a variety of drama techniques along with my students!”

B. Mahabir , Teacher, Oak Ridges Public School, Oak Ridges
How does it work?

· Joe has specialist training in dramatic arts from the Ontario Ministry of Education, has written over 100 songs for children and adults, and has recorded 6 CDs of original music. He has paired about 30 of his songs with dramas that can be used, as they are, props and costumes included, or adapted to include new creative ideas from your students.

· Joe will send out his CDs ahead of time to your school contact, along with a description of the character trait or virtue that each song and drama addresses. 
· Teachers will choose the song they wish their class or “performance group” to sing and dramatize. A “performance group” may be made up of 2 smaller classes. 
· Songs and dramas range from “A Memory” which traces the past, present, and future evolution of humanity and involves tribal dancing, white drama masks, guitar and song, to “Geometry Park” where life sized triangles and polygons overcome their prejudice and become friends, to a kindergarten choir pledging allegiance to their family, school, community, and the world.
· After four days of workshops, during the afternoon of the fourth day, the students and Joe will present a dress rehearsal performance to your student body. Later that [image: image7.jpg]


day, in the evening, they will perform for their parents and your school community. Children will sing lead vocals, by themselves or along with Joe, and will perform the dramas that they have developed during their workshops.
· Joe will provide a script for student M.C.s to read. This will weave the songs and dramas together to create a powerful character education theme for the entire evening.
· A Power Point presentation of your school community, paired with the song “We Can Move the World”, will be presented at the concert in addition to the songs the students perform. 

· Your school library will receive a copy of Joe’s CD “Geometry Park”, its accompanying teacher’s guide full of integrated art and drama activities, a copy of Joe’s CD “We Can Move the World” and its accompanying songbook. 
Joe’s visit and the concert “We Can Move the World” can become an important part of your school year. It is recommended, for example, that the school embrace the theme of the evening and use it as an opportunity to develop and display students’ artwork. It is also recommended that the concert be a fund-raising, or outreach event, that will raise money for needy projects throughout your own community or in developing nations, for example, The Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Cotlands Orphanage, a local group 
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home, UNICEF, etc. In this way character education will involve concrete steps toward making the world a better place. Fundraising events and information for your school’s chosen charity will be highlighted throughout the evening concert. Joe will also donate 10% of his CD sales to the school’s chosen charity.

“Joe has a gift with children. He appeals to them in a way that is engaging, respectful, loving and entertaining. All age groups love working with Joe, from kindergarten students through to grade eights. Even kids who often refuse to participate are drawn in by Joe and give it their very best. The performance level after three short practice sessions with Joe was phenomenal! Definitely one of the very best visiting artists we have ever had at our school!”

Kathrina McDade, Teacher, Devin’s Drive Public School
“Joe made an instant connection with the students who absolutely worshiped him. He was highly organized and provided all the props and costumes for the students. The parents raved about the performance and were pleased it reinforced "Character Education".  Joe is a remarkable person who enjoys bringing the gifts of music and drama to children.”

Charlotte Swift, Principal, Pine River Elementary School, Angus

What does your school have to do?
· Provide a school contact. Joe will correspond with your school contact and send them his CDs along with an easy to follow checklist of things to do. For example: working out practice schedules, practice location, performance groups, etc.
· Your teachers need to choose a song for their classes to perform. In order to make the most out of Joe’s visit, students need to know the vocals to their song before the visit. Joe will provide the music and words in his follow-up package, so the teachers simply need to distribute copies of the words and play the songs in their classrooms.
· Teachers will need to be present during workshops for supervisory purposes and to address any discipline needs should they arise, they usually don’t. They will also need to be with their classes during the evening concert.
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Provide a practice space for the first 3 days of the visit. This is usually the school library or, in the rare case, an empty classroom.

· Provide a performance space, usually the school gym, for the entire forth day and for the evening of the performance.

· Provide 2 student M.C.’s.

· Provide 2 students to sell Joe’s C.D.’s before, during and immediately after the concert. 

· Provide a sound system with a minimum of 2 microphones, and a mixing board with a minimum of 5 inputs.

· Get your staff and kids excited about Joe’s visit. It’ll be great.

Hear what others have to say:

“Our school had the privilege of working with Joe this year and it was a wonderful experience for all involved.  Joe and I met early on to arrange the practice dates and times so that the teachers involved were well informed and aware of the schedule.  Joe was very accommodating and worked wonderfully with the students and staff to make this experience a memorable one for all involved. The feedback I received from parents and staff has been wonderful and the students continue to talk about their experience weeks after the event. I would, without hesitation, have our school and students work with Joe as part of his performance in the future.”

Mr. P. Cocurullo, Principal, St. Sebastian Catholic School, London
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“Joe was totally engaging. The kids loved his humour and passion and vision. They easily understood the deeper meanings within his songs and embraced the idea that they too can “move the world”. They loved having the opportunity to perform in a concert. Feedback from parents was all positive. I loved the curriculum and character connections, they were great. This was the most amazing performance experience I’ve had with my kids.” 

Monica Wand, primary lead teacher, Crossland Public School, Newmarket

“It was wonderful to see how quickly Joe established a positive rapport with all students while also providing a well-planned structure of activities to engage them. His talent as an artist inspired our youngsters to demonstrate their understanding of how to make a difference through performance, while his skill as a teacher enabled him to provide key guidance to help our students achieve their vision at the culminating concert. Our staff was impressed by how well Joe was able to develop and extend our students’ musical and dramatic abilities in such a short period of time. Teachers were pleased to observe and record students fulfilling Ontario curriculum drama and music expectations during the classroom workshops.

The final concert was a tremendous celebration of the work the students had accomplished with Joe’s encouragement and direction as they performed songs from his uplifting CDs “We Can Move the World” and “Geometry Park” for their friends and family.

The character education and curriculum based concert connected readily to our Arts Night event as well as our efforts to continue to raise money for the Stephen Lewis foundation.

Our parent community was impressed with the level of performance Joe had worked to facilitate with our students in addition to the important life lessons highlighted over the four-day workshop. We enjoyed Joe’s cooperative and motivating manner while he was with us and appreciated his keen attention to management details as well.”

Cathie Pennington, Principal, Devin’s Drive Public School, Aurora

“Joe Crone was a presenter at both the 2005 and 2006 London International Children's Festivals.  He gave 100% while working with children both on and off the stage.  Joe has a natural talent for engaging children and bringing out their creative spirit. Joe's compassion and caring put the children he worked with at ease while they were onstage, without dampening any of their enthusiasm. Joe's creative music sparks the imagination of youth. He not only got the students actively participating in the performance, but also the audience. The students, parents and teachers were very impressed with Joe's diligent work with children.


Joe Crone is deeply committed to his music and working with children. The end result of his engagements at the London International Children's Festivals were performances that the children could be proud to be a part of, and ones that everyone enjoyed. I would strongly recommend Joe Crone to any school or organization that works with children.”

Kevin Tiggeloven, Board of Directors, The London International Children's Festival
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“Not only did the students benefit from Joe’s wealth of experience, he also inspired teachers to use a variety of drama techniques with their classes. Thanks for a great production.” 

Rosemary Johnson, Teacher, Maple Leaf Public School, Newmarket

“Joe Crone has an extraordinary talent and a great gift for engaging children in a deep, delightful and meaningful way.”
Dan Popov, Ph.D., Co-Founder, The Virtues Project

“Joe Crone is a natural teacher who understands that the joy of teaching easily translates into a joy of learning.”
David Honsberger, Principal, Richmond Rose Public School
“I have never seen such a creative performance that was put together so quickly and professionally. The children enjoyed being involved and had a lot of fun participating. Parents’ feedback was so positive! The process seemed so simple yet the outcome was amazing! Joe did a wonderful job!”

Ronda Quinsey, Teacher, Maple Leaf Public School
Children’s Comments

“Your music is about how people can be good to one another and I really like that.” 

Spence, age 6 
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“Absolutely tremendous, fun, exciting and relaxed atmosphere. A dazzling performance” Mike, age 14
“Having this experience with Joe was awesome. I totally would like to have it again, because Joe can connect with kids, he knows what to do and what’s best!” Sammy, age 11 
“This was a crazy and fun activity. Joe’s ability to work with kids makes every session very relaxing, yet educational. Everyone had a positive attitude towards him, and the process of creating this dramatic activity was exciting and easy.” Lauren, age 13

“ The program was fantastic! Not only was it fun and interactive, it was also educational. Joe Crone is cool!” James, age 10

You make it fun to learn! Logan, age 7 

“It was entertaining to perform the songs, while enjoying ourselves at the same time. We learned lessons that will help throughout life.”  Lindsay, age 10
I found out a new and exciting way to remember the provinces and capitals and many more things that you need to know for school in a fun way by listening to your CD “Geometry Park”. Tinara, age 9

It was fun working with you on our assembly because we were able to do the actions we wanted to do but you helped us to make them better!  Kevin, age 9
I liked “Geometry Park” because the songs help you learn things.  Phoebe, age 8 
My favorite song is “Why Not Try Peace for a While?” I like the words and music to all the songs. Daniel, age 7
“Joe and his music get me excited about learning more!” Aubrie, age 7
******************************************************************  

Cost: $950.00 for a 4-day visit, plus the right to publicize CDs and sell them at the concert.
              Please contact Joe at: joecrone@hotmail.com or at 

905 392-6949 if you would like to arrange a school visit, purchase CDs, or if you have any questions. 

Check out www.joecrone.com for samples of Joe’s songs.
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Joe Crone’s  CDs

Geometry Park
Joe was inspired to create the CD “Geometry Park” when, as a teacher, he began putting curriculum concepts to music for his own students. His students loved to sing the lessons and act out dramas in order to learn. By using this integrated arts approach he found that the knowledge the children learned was easily recalled. The CD “Geometry Park” utilizes a variety of musical styles ranging from rap, to stadium rock, to island and rhythm & blues. The karaoke versions of the songs allow students to be the rock star they dream of being while at the same time solidifying academic concepts in science, social studies, English, and math. This CD comes complete with a free downloadable teacher’s guide full of art and drama activities lyrics, music, and a karaoke version of all the songs. For more information about “Geometry Park” including sound bites of all the songs, go to www.joecrone.com 

“Joe Crone has melded our current thinking on learning styles and multiple intelligence theory with an infectious beat that draws the student into an incredibly enjoyable world of learning.”
Scott Cleveland, Reading Specialist, K-12, Arlington Public Schools, Arlington, Virginia.

“This CD is a must-have, especially for those of us who are not necessarily musically inclined.” Professionally Speaking,  Magazine for the Ontario College of Teachers

We Can Move the World


The CD “We Can Move the World” is ideal for classrooms and families that are stressing global citizenship and character education. This CD comes with a music and lyrics booklet, and has karaoke versions of each song so the students can provide their own lead vocals while they are dramatizing the important messages in the songs. On a personal note, Joe’s desire to learn about the world and this beautiful human family of ours has led him to travels in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Fiji and, most recently, the island of Saipan where he taught for 3 years, and was known as “Uncle Joe “ to his students. This global perspective is evident in many of the songs on “We Can Move the World”. For sound bites of the songs on “We Can Move the World”, go to www.joecrone.com 
Contact Information:

Joe Crone  






221 Billings Cresent



( c ) 905 392-6949

Newmarket, Ontario



email: joecrone@hotmail.com 
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